
2. *Soubeyran and Desmonts. Substernal Adeno-
Phlegmon.

3. *Toupet, R. Surgery of the Hypophysis.
4. *Baculescu, M. Statistic Study of Extra-Uterine

Pregnancy.
1. In an anatomic study, illustrated by excellent dia-

grams, the authors describe the classic method and com-
pare it with their own operative technic for exposure of the
musculospiral nerve in the upper arm.

2. The authors describe substernal adeno-phlegmon as a
pathologic entity, and collect from the literature eight
cases, to which they add one of their personal observations.

3. Toupet presents an elaborate treatise on surgery of
the hypophysis, illustrated by 56 cases collected from the
literature, and by a bibliography of 25 titles.

4. Baculescu presents a careful statistic study of extra-
uterine pregnancy, illustrated bv 33 selected cases.

[R. M. G.]
Bulletino delle Scienze Mediche.

February, 1912.
1. Ruata, G. O. The Action of Lysol on the Most Common

Pathogenic Germs.
2. *Calcaterra, W. Dental Caries in the Alumni of the

Elementary Schools of Bologna.
2. Calcaterra presents an extensive study of dental

caries among public school children in Bologna, with a
bibliography of twenty-two titles on this important
subject. [R. M. G.]

March, 1912.
1. Lussana, F. Action of the Amino Acids on the Spinal

Reflexes in the Tortoise. (Preliminary note.)
2. *Lussana, F. A Question with Regard to Preventive

Anti-Diphtheritic Sero- Therapy.
3. Forni, G. Experimental Researches on Cross-

Anastomoses of the Vagus and the Sympathetic in the
Rabbit. (Preliminary note.)

4. GiiiLLiNi, C Epiphyseal Separation.
5. Puntoni, V. Observations on the Cholera Epidemic

Occurring in Lower Polesine in the Summer of 1911.
This issue is published as a Festschrift to Dr. Auguste

Murri on the completion of his twenty-fifth year as pro-
fessor of clinical medicine at the University of Bologna.

2. The question which Lussana propounds is, whether
anti-diphtheritic serum, inoculated in an uninfected in-
dividual, might not act as an antigen, and provoke the
formation of antibodies, not curative, but anti-antitoxic;
and whether, therefore, by prophylactic inoculations
(especially if repeated at frequent intervals), one might
not only avoid the anaphylaxis of serum sickness, but also
promote that of diphtheria, with the consequent danger of
rendering fatal some cases of diphtheria which would
otherwise have been light, if it had not been for the pre-
ventive inoculation. This query is important, for it
suggests a possible flow in all forms of preventive inocula-
tion. As a matter of experience, however, it seems that
the danger feared by the author is theoretic rather than
actual. [R. M. G.]

April, 1912.
1. Poggi, A. Memorial of Professor Alexander Codivilla.
2. *De Angelis, G. Z. Anaerobes and Fetido-Gasseous

Suppurations.
2. De Angelis presents an elaborate experimental study

of anaerobes and of their pathogenic properties in the pro-
duction of suppurative infections, with an extensive
bibliography. [R. M. G.]

May, 1912.
1. Gundi, A. Giovanni Pascoli.
2. Bassi, C Some Cases of Dynamic Ileus.
3. *Santonoceto, V. Phytin in Physiologic Organic

Nitrogenous Metabolism.
4. *Di Gregorio, G. Phytin in Physiologic Organic

Phosphatic Metabolism.
5. Luctani, L. Angelo Gamillo De Meis.

3 and 4. These two complementary articles consider
the rôle of phytin in nitrogenous and phosphatic metabo-

lism. Phytin is an organic preparation of phosphorus,
consisting of phytinic acid, isolated from plants, combined
with calcium and magnesium. The result is a white
powder, rather dense, slowly but completely soluble in
two or three volumes of distilled water. The authors
conclude that its administration delays cellular disinte-
gration, increases the absorption of nitrogen and spares
the phosphorus of the organism. [R. M. G.]

Il Policlinico.
June, 1912.

medical section.

1. Zanelli, C. F. Observations of tlie Blood in Experi-
mental Cholemia.

2. *D'Antona, S. A Case of Acute Verrucous Aortitis.
3. Calcaterra, E., and Connio, A. Physico-Chemical

Values of Body Fluids in Cholera.
4. Cantieri, C. The Milk Test for Micrococcus Melilensis.

2. D'Antona reports a case of acute verrucous aortitis
and goes at great length into the literature, etiology and
pathogenesis of this condition. He considers his case
important chiefly because it shows that inflammatory pro-
cesses of this kind in the aorta and in the endocardium are
independent of each other, while having an identical
pathogenesis. Acute vegetative endocarditis and acute
verrucous endo-ortitis are two separate pathological
entities, although it is merely a case of two loci minoris
resistentiae for the infecting micro-organism. [L. D. C.J

- -

Correspondence
EARL PERCY AND THE SMITHSONIAN

INSTITUTION
Providence, R. I., June 24, 1912.

Mr. Editor: I have been greatly interested in reading
the editorial on

" British Medical Baronets " which ap-
peared in your issue of June 20.

May I remind your readers that the United States has
an interesting connection with the Percy family through
two of its members, (1) Hugh Percy, second Duke of
Northumberland, and the eldest son of Hugh Smithson
Percy, the first duke, who was a colonel in the Fifth
Fusiliers; and (2) James Smithson, founder of the Smith-
sonian Institution at Washington?

The duke, then known as Lord Percy, did not approve
the American policy of George III, but he nevertheless
embarked for Boston in the spring of 1774 and was placed
in command of the camp there. On April 19, 1775, after
the battle of Lexington, he marched out oí Boston in
command of a brigade consisting of the Welsh Fusiliers
and four other regiments, and with their aid he covered the
retreat to Charlestown of the army. In March he made
an attack on Dorchester Heights, which was ultimately
abandoned and Boston evacuated. On March 26, 1776,
he became general in America, and attained the rank of
lieutenant-general in the army the 29th of August, 1777.
He had many disputes with Howe, who finally obtained
his recall, and on the 18th of June, 1777, Walpole writes:
" Lord Percy has come home disgusted with Howe."

Still more, however, Americans are interested in James
Smithson, whose name will be perpetuated for all time in
one of the great foundations of this country, namely, the
Smithsonian Institution, and who declares himself in his
will, made Oct. 23, 1826, "son to Hugh, first Duke of
Northumberland, and Elizabeth, heiress of the Hunger-
fords of Studley and niece to Charles, the proud Duke ot
Somerset, now residing in Bentinck Street, Cavendish
Square." In the case of the death of his nephew without
issue, James Smithson bequeathed the whole of his prop-
erty, subject to an annuity of £100 to John Fitall, " to
the United States oí America, to found at Washington,
under the name of the Smithsonian Institution, an estab-
lishment for the increase and diffusion of knowledge among
men." By that great bequest James Smithson, half-
brother of Lord Percy who fought in the Revolution, laid
the United States under perpetual obligation, while thus
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was realized the ambition which led him to adopt a course
that should give imperishable distinction to his name
" when," to quote his own striking words, " the titles of
Percy and Northumberland are extinct."

James Smithson's mother was Elizabeth Hungerford
Keate Macie, at the time of his birth, in 1765, the widow of
James Macie, a country gentleman of an old family
resident at Weston, near Bath. She was of the Hunger-
fords of Studley, a great-grandniece of Charles, Duke of
Somerset, through whom she was lineally descended from
Henry VII, and was cousin of that Elizabeth Percy who
married Hugh Smithson who later became Duke of
Northumberland and by act of Parliament took the name
of Percy. She inherited the property of the Hungerfords
of Studley in 1766, which inheritance indicates the prob-
able source of a considerable portion of the Smithsonian
bequest, though the property disposed of by his will is
believed to have been received chiefly from Col. Henry
Louis Dickinson, a son of his mother by a former mar-
riage. He is known to have received a legacy of £3,000
from Dorothy Percy, his half-sister on his father's side.
Unless through this legacy, there is no indication, accord-
ing to a former secretary of the Smithsonian Institution,
that any part whatever of the Smithsonian bequest was
derived from the Northumberland family. For a long
time Americans were at a loss to determine the motive
which led Mr. Smithson to select the United States as the
trustee of his philanthropic views, but it is evident from
a letter which came to light in 1884, which the testator
wrote from Paris, under date May 9, 1792, to his friend,
Davies Gilbert, of the Royal Society, that at that time
he was imbued with republican notions. That letter is
in part as follows:

" Well ! things are going on ! Ca ira is growing the song
of England, of Europe, as well as of France. Men of
every rank are joining in the chorus. Stupidity and guilt
have had a long reign, and it begins indeed to be time for
justice and common sense to have their turn.

.

. . Every
Englishman I converse with, almost every Englishman I
see or hear of, appears to be of the democratic party.
Mr. Davis, high sheriff for Dorsetshire, left this town to-
day and takes with him, it seems, a quantity of tricolor
ribbon to deck his men with the French national cockades,
and I do not think this example unworthy of imitation by
those whose principles lead them to consider with indiffer-
ence and contempt the frowns of the court party, to
whom, doubtless, the mixture of red, white and blue is an
object of horror. . .

.

Mr. Louis Bourbon is still at
Paris, and the office of king is not yet abolished, but they
daily feel the inutility, or rather, great inconvenience, of
continuing it, and its duration will probably not be long.
May other nations, at the time of their reforms, be wise
enough to cast off at first the contemptible incumbrance.
I consider a nation with a king as a man who takes a lion
as a guard-dog; if he knocks out his teeth he renders
him useless, while if he leaves the lion his teeth the lion
eats him.

" I remain, dear sir,
" Yours very sincerely,James L. Macie."

[Smithsonian Report, 1894.]
It is fair to assume that one whose character had been

ennobled to great scientific attainments might not have
expressed these views, certainly not in such vehement
language, had he written on the same subject a few years
later. At that time he was but twenty-seven years of age.
It is quite likely, however, that the circumstances of his
birth, which excluded him from the titular honors which
his father enjoyed, embittered his Ufe. He was educated
at Oxford, where he went under the name of James Lewis
Macie until a few years after he had left the university.
It was only under circumstances which showed that he
had no right to that name that he later in life had that
of Smithson, to which he had every moral right, confirmed
to him by law. Apparently he had no fixed home, for
he lived in lodgings when in London, and occasionally
stayed a year or two at a time on the continent in such
cities as Paris, Berlin, Florence and Genoa, in which last
he died.

It is probably within the truth to say that no institution
in the United States to-day is doing more than the Smith-

sonian Institution for " the increase and diffusion of
knowledge among men." Small wonder, then, that the
name " Smithson " is revered by the citizens of the
republic. And surely no man, Englishman or American,
thinks less of the house of Percy for the good, honest
trading blood of Hugh Smithson, the Yorkshire haber-
dasher, whose industry and thrift brought him a baronetcy
and did so much for his " heirs male lawfully begotten of
his body." The genealogy of the house of Northumber-
land referred to in your article is so well known that it
seems impossible to believe that there should ever have
been any attempt to conceal facts of history that are not
discreditable, or that the noble family should have re-
garded its prestige as impaired by a wholesome infusion
of commoner's blood. It was evidently a first-class strain,
whose quality has made itself felt in the lives and achieve-
ments of a multitude of men who have deserved well of
their country.

" Noble his blood as the currents that met
In the veins of the noblest Plantagenet "

might still have been said of those who came after Hugh
Smithson.

Perhaps, after all, it would not be a bad idea if we in
the United States had some worthy plan of recognizing
and rewarding conspicuous merit by titular distinction
equal in attractiveness to that of which Englishmen of
every social rank and political complexion seem so

thoroughly to approve. In that case our own heiresses,
sprung largely from the loins of successful traders, might
stay at home instead of enriching by their blood and
treasure titled families of Europe, some of which have
become impoverished in both these attributes. Yet it
were well for all of us to ponder the wisdom of a three-
line preface to a book entitled, " Ancestry of Thirty-three
Rhode Islanders," by John Osborne Austin, published
twenty two years ago: " A proper pride in an honest
descent is pardonable; but no one will magnify the merits
of a particular line of ancestors when he sees that it has
had to pay tribute to scores of families within the limits
of but a few generations." And with that sparkling
gem of philosophy this too long letter may now end.

Yours faithfully,
G. A. Blumer, M.D.

ANTIVIVISECTION AND CHARACTER
92, Victoria Street,

Westminster, S. W.
June 18, 1912.

Mr. Editor: Your issues of the 2d of May, and the 9th
of May have been sent to me from America, and I notice
that Dr. W. W. Keen is distressed at the deteriorating
influence that my anti-vivisection principles have had upon
my character.

He seems quite shocked that I should admit that I
constantly break the law and exceed the speed limit of
twenty miles an hour in my motor car.

There must be a quarter of a million motorists who
have suffered a moral deterioration similar to my own, and
who daily display this unfortunate symptom of moral
deterioration. I can only hope that in every case it, is
their anti-vivisection views that have forced them to
adopt this cynical indifference to the speed limit regulations
of the Motor Act.

Dr. Keen is good enough to quote my remarks to the
Royal Commission on the meaning and derivation of the
word anesthesia thus:

" What does anesthetized mean? It means without
feeling. You cannot be slightly without feeling

—

you
either feel pain or you do not "; and he seems to imagine
that his assertion that a patient of his whom he anesthe-
tized " was never conscious of the slightest pain " in some
way traverses my statement! From which I must con-
clude that the support of vivisection has deteriorated his
mental powers even more than anti-vivisection has
deteriorated my morals.

In his article in your issue of the 9th of May, Dr. Keen
quotes a snippet from my evidence, which, if read with the
context, affords no ground whatever for opprobrious re-
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